










HOCKING COLLEGE 
PARTICIPATES IN HOCKING 
HILLS CHAMBER OF 
COMMERCE GOLF OUTING
Hocking College, as a community partner with the Hocking Hills Chamber of Commerce, 
participated in the 27th annual Hocking Hills Chamber Golf Outing on Wednesday, 
June 22, 2022. The event was held at the Hocking Hills Golf Club in Logan, OH and was 
organized by the Hocking Hills Chamber of Commerce, with the goal of raising funds for 
the chamber to help support the local economy.

The outing was held as a scramble format competition, where teams of 4 played for the 
best score at the end of the day. In total, over 50 people participated in the competition 
and the event brought over 20 local sponsors.

Kevin Cox, Director of Student Affairs, put together the Hocking College 4-person team 
for the tournament which consisted of himself, Kevin Lewis, Enrollment Navigation 
Manager and Head Softball Coach, Caden Cox, 2nd Year Student, and Jonathan Kasler, 
CDL Training Manager. 

HAWK CADEN COX RECEIVES 
NJCAA CHAMPION AWARD

On June 10, 2022, Hocking College Football Kicker Caden Cox was presented 
with the prestigious Champion Award by the National Junior College Athletic 
Association (NJCAA). Cox and his family traveled to Charlotte, North Carolina 
to receive this award at the annual NJCAA Foundation Awards Event.

According to the NJCAA, “The NJCAA Champion Award was established to honor a 
member or former member of the NJCAA community who exemplifi es resilience, 
excellence and passion.” Hocking College Hawk Caden Cox demonstrates this 
resilience, excellence and passion each day, both on and off the fi eld.

After presented with the award, Cox spoke to the crowd at the award ceremony, 
which included professional athletes, college coaches, and families from around 
the nation. Caden said he was nervous to talk in front of such a large crowd, 
but the whole experience was “awesome”, and he was excited to meet so many 
inspirational coaches and athletes. In his speech, Caden thanked his family, 
coaches, and teammates for a “lifetime of support”.

GOLF CARTS LINED UP AS PARTICIPANTS GATHER AT THE 
27TH ANNUAL GOLF OUTING

KEVIN LEWIS PUTS FOR THE HOCKING COLLEGE TEAM AT 
HOLE 18
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THE INAUGURAL BLACK 
DIAMOND MUSIC AND ARTS 

FESTIVAL OPENS WITH 
SUCCESS

On June 10th and 11th, Hocking College hosted 
twenty country and bluegrass artists for the 
inaugural Black Diamond Music and Arts Festival. 
The two-day event featured a variety of musical 
acts, as well as locally-inspired arts and crafts, and 
food and beverage vendors from the Southeast Ohio 
region.

“Hocking College is a perfect venue for this event,” 
said Sean Terrell, Dean of Workforce Development 
and Community Engagement. “The campus offers 
2300-acres of pristine Appalachian foothills perfect 
for live music, camping, and a variety of activities 
that highlight the natural assets of the region. Add 
in the academic programs, dorms, and tremendous 
faculty and staff and you’ve got everything you need 
for a unique, Southeast Ohio-inspired experience.”

The Black Diamond Music and Arts Festival was 
organized and executed by staff and students at 
the college, providing students the opportunity 
to practice the skills reinforced throughout the
college’s academic programs including culinary, 
construction management, fermentation science, 
public safety, music management, and allied health.

Friday night also featured performances by Cole Cave Hollow Boys, a regional 
bluegrass band; Charlie Woods, a progressive bluegrass singer-songwriter; Joe 
Mullins & The Radio Ramblers, named the 2019 Entertainers of the Year by 
International Bluegrass Music Association. The night was capped off by another 
wonderful performance by Murphy.

Shane Runion, a Nashville recording artist, opened the festival on Saturday on 
the Pepsi Stage in Robbins Crossing, entertaining the crowd with original music 
telling the stories of Appalachia. Nathan Whitt sang unique original material, 
followed by Jonalee White and The Late Nite Drivers, who brought tons of 
energy to the festival. Erin Enderlin and her superb vocals also performed on 
the Pepsi Stage followed by the Flying Buffaloes, Nashville-based alt-country 
rockers. Saturday’s Pepsi Stage lineup concluded with the Songwriters Roundup. 

Music started Saturday on the Rocky Stage at 2:00 p.m. with McGuffey Lane,

one of the midwest’s most popular bands, followed by American singer-
songwriter Sunny Sweeney. The evening performances on Rocky Stage included 
Red Clay Strays, who combine country music with southern rock, The Kentucky 
Headhunters, an American country and southern rock band, and fi nally Elvie 
Shane, the man behind heartwarming country hits including “My Boy.” 

The acoustic stage on Saturday started at 2:00 p.m. with Murphy, followed by 
Abby Miller, Josh Morningstar, and Jimmy Clepper. 

Everyone who came out enjoyed an entire weekend of incredible live music by 
these fabulous artists. The festival also featured a variety of vendors on-site 
at Robbin’s Crossing selling unique, handmade, and practical merchandise. 
Vendors included: Many Moons, Chique Boutique, Big Style Promo, Calrapatra’s, 
Knot, Just Hemp, Marry’s County Corner, Celestial Caverns, The Salty Otter, 
Robin’s Concessions, Myan Treasures, Foggy River Candle, Touch Of Green 
Farms, Rocky Outdoor Gear Store, and Adventure Pro. 

Local food trucks were on site including Dirty Girl Coffee, Hungry Hawk, 
Weldons’ Ice Cream, A-Town Pies and Fries, Dr. May’s Thai Kitchen, Arctic Fox 
Shaved Ice, Cheesy Weenie, Tornado Potato, Athenian Wrapsody, Lemon Shake-
Ups, and Johnny’s Dog Box. 

A beer tent at Robbin’s Crossing offered a variety of wine and beer, including 
Hocking College student-brewed beers, Budweiser, and Hocking Hills Wine. The 
college also sponsored a Kid Zone tent with different activities for kids. 

COUNTRY LEGEND MARTY STUART TAKES THE ROCKY STAGE 
AT INAUGURAL BLACK DIAMOND MUSIC FESTIVAL

ELLE KING PERFORMS HEADLINE SET ON FRIDAY EVENING ON 
THE ROCKY STAGE

KETTLE CORN IS MADE AT ROBBINS CROSSING AS ABBY 
MILLER SINGS ON THE ACOUSTIC STAGE

FESTIVAL GUESTS GATHER AT THE ROCKY STAGE TO ENJOY LIVE PERFORMANCES
- PHOTO BY BAQER ALJABR 

Friday night kicked off the spectacular weekend on the Rocky Stage with Murphy, 
former American Idol sensation, performing his style of rock and roll, folk, and 
soul. Following Murphy on the Rocky Stage was The Steel Woods, an American 
country music group from Nashville, Tennessee. Headliners for the Friday 
night concert included the Grammy-winning singer, songwriter, and musician 
Marty Stuart and the multi-platinum, award-winning recording artist Elle King. 

CHARLIE WOODS PLAYED ON THE PEPSI STAGE AT ROBBINS 
CROSSING ON FRIDAY EVENING
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SHARE YOUR LOCAL STORIES, PHOTOS, AND MORE FOR 
PUBLICATION IN OUR PAPER

Email: HCPress@hocking.edu
The Hocking College Press is a publication of the Hocking College Marketing & Public Relations Department in 
partnership with the School of Arts, Business & Science’s upcoming Journalism program. The Hocking College 

Press is produced and edited in part by:

Stephanie DiFrancesco
Digital Marketing Specialist

and
Casanova Green

Journalism Program Manager

Hocking College does not discriminate on the basis 
of race, color, national origin, sex, disability, or age in 
its programs and activities. The following person has 

been designated to handle inquiries regarding the non-
discrimination policies:

Hocking College Ombudsman
ombudsman@hocking.edu

740-753-7050
All of Hocking College’s career and technical 

education programs follow the district’s policies of 
nondiscrimination on the basis of race, color, national 

origin, sex, disability in all programs, services, activities 
and employment. In addition, arrangements can be made 
to ensure that the lack of English language profi ciency is 

not a barrier to admissions or participation.
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